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conception as a working theory and the attempt to apply it, well
worth while, will expose its weaknesses in time. If it leaves many
moot points of psychology still unsolved, it at least presents
a most stimulating conception, which those who deal directly with
problems of human psychology, whether in psychopathology and
psychiatry, or in the psychological laboratory, may take as a
working basis, to build upon and re-cast as new knowledge is added.

L. DOOLEY
ST. ELIZABETHS HOSPITAL,

WASHINGTON, D. C.

The Erotic Motive in Literature. A. MORDELL. New York: Boni &
Liveright, 1919. Pp. v + 250.
Besides the introduction and the conclusion, this book contains

sixteen chapters, devoted to the psychoanalysis of various authors
from Homer to Kipling. Special chapters are devoted to the
analysis of Keats, Shelley, Poc, and Hearn. In several chapters
Freud's views and explanations are discussed, and in the introduc-
tion the author proclaims his allegiance to Freud rather than to
Adler, Jung, and others, who do not adhere to strict Freudian
interpretations. The term "unconscious," we are told, is almost
synonymous with "erotic." Other authors use "sexual" where
Mordell uses "erotic," the former term being used when there is no
necessary sex object, while "erotic" is a term of special sex appeal.
Those who are acquainted with the specific or the general trends of
psychoanalysis do not need detailed accounts of the contents of the
book, others are referred to it as an introduction to, or as a primer of,
the Freudian doctrines and methods of interpretation. Psycho-
analysis is based upon the assumption of the transmission of ac-
quired characteristics.

Every book, he claims, is planned because of the "erotic" of
the author, and the only part that shows conscious traces is the
composition. As a criticism and review, we might use the method of
psychoanalysis upon his own work. By the application of fixed
symbolism and a liberal use of "I think" we may refer the book to
the unconscious (or the erotic) wishes of the author, for of all books
he says "the very choice of the subject apart from the internal
treatment furnishes the proof he [the authorj could not help but
choose that which interested him most because of some experience
in his own life." Moreover, we might be forced to interpret
Mordell's statement that he can psychoanalyze all literary works
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as an example of a "conscious" feeling of superiority acting as a
compensation for a real inferiority, the nature of which the reviewer
has not time to determine analytically, and about which he hesitates
to speculate.

SHEPHERD IVORY FRANZ

Psychic Tendencies of To-Day. A. W. MARTIN. New York:
Appleton, 1918. Pp. viii + 161.
The luthor, a clergyman, points out that he is not an adherent

of any of the current cults or occultism, but without formal recog-
nition of Freud's teachings and explanations of the psychopathology
of everyday life, he adopts the latter mode of explanation of many
of the conditions with which he deals. Compensation is one of
the principles he uses. Tolerance indicates "a certain offensive
superiority," only a part of our mental life "gets completely rational-
ized," and of a critic of one of the cults with which the author deals
he says the heated terms used describe the critic's "own irritation,
impotence and unworthiness."

New Thought is dealt with in a chapter in which there is also
some consideration of Christian Science. Each of these movements
is shown to be exclusive. Each is the know-all and the be-all.
Their adherents are "simply extremists, people who in their reaction
from that limited medical science of sixty years ago, which disre-
garded the power of mind, have gone over to the opposite extreme."
Martin would not have these cults legislated out of existence, for
he considers that we do not know everything. What has been
proven should guide our conduct, and we should, for examples,
resort to the reporting of infectious diseases, to the killing of rats to
prevent plague, and to the extermination of mosquitoes. So long
as the mental scientists do not kill people, and do not retard the
efforts to healthful living they are harmless in most particulars, and
in a few particulars they are valuable antidotes to a strict material-
ism. The reaction against materialism is what has given force to
the occultism of certain types now rampant. "Sir Oliver Lodge
and the Objective evidence for Life After Death" is thus explained,
and we are advised to suspend judgment in the matter by the con-
clusion that "it may be that with fuller investigation of (a) the
medium's mind and (b) the mind of the sitter, of (c) thought-
transference, of {d) subliminal activity, that the spiritistic hypothe-
sis will prove superfluous." The final chapter of the book, Modern
Materialism and Rebirth of the Immortal Hope, is largely a thrust
at crass materialism and an exposition and advocacy of sane ethics.


